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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  
 
Staying informed: If you do not have Flocknote, I ask that you to please consider getting the 
app so you are “in the know!” To secure the  
Flocknote app, just go to stpacc.org/flocknote or text STPACC to the number 84576.  
 
Happy Epiphany:  On this great Christmas feast of the Epiphany, we celebrate the Epiphany, or Manifestation, 
of the Lord! We celebrate that we have come to know the One who has been born for us a savior! The  
Catechism has a beautiful teaching on the Epiphany: “The Epiphany is the manifestation of Jesus as Messiah of 
Israel, Son of God and Savior of the world. The great feast of Epiphany celebrates the adoration of Jesus by the 
wise men (magi) from the East, together with his baptism in the  Jordan and the wedding feast at Cana in  
Galilee. In the magi, representative of the neighboring pagan religions, the Gospel sees the first fruits of the 
nations, who welcome the good news of salvation through the Incarnation. The magi’s coming to Jerusalem in 
order to pay homage to the king of the Jews shows that they seek in Israel, in the messianic light of the star of 
David, the one who will be king of the nations. Their coming means that pagans can discover Jesus and  
worship him as Son of God and Savior of the world only by turning towards the Jews and receiving from them 
the messianic promise as contained in the Old Testament. The Epiphany shows that “the full number of the 
nations” now takes its “place in the family of the patriarchs” and acquires Israeliticia dignitas (is made “worthy 
of the heritage of Israel”). “ (CCC 528) 
 
The Domestic Church: As we celebrate this Christmas season, we also celebrate the  
importance of the family. I added a four-minute video to our parish website affirming the 
importance of the family as the Domestic Church. You can find that video by scanning the 
code to the right, or navigating to stpacc.org/resources/the-domestic-church. 
 
 

Thank you for your generous Christmas collection! I want to thank the parish for so generously giving again 
this Christmas. A reminder for those who wish to give online, WeShare Online is an easy, secure, and conven-
ient platform. Text stpaulohio to 800-950-9952 or give online at stpacc.org/donate. If you have any questions 
about your parish offertory or WeShare, please contact our Parish Accountant Deb Hawking 
at dhawking@stpacc.org or 614-882-2109 ext. 229. For those who prefer to use their offertory envelopes and 
may be unable to attend Mass, donations can be mailed directly to St. Paul Church, 313 N. State Street, 
Westerville, Ohio 43082. Thank you.   
 
 
Sincerely in Christ, 

Fr. Wilson 

The Pastor’s Corner 
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Sunday, January  7, The Epiphany of the Lord 

Is 60:1-6; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13; Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6; Mt 2:1-12 

8:00 AM Sheumaker Family Intention (Living) 

**10:00 AM † Mary Ann Mudd 

12:00 PM † Jean Rizek 

5:00 PM † Peachy Schoenenberger 

Monday, January 8,  The Baptism of the Lord 
Is 42:1-4, 6-7 or Is 55:1-11 or Acts 10:34-38 or 1 Jn 5:1-9; Ps 29:1-2, 3-4, 3, 9-10 
or Is 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6 Mk 1:7-11

6:40 AM † Mary Lou Del Bianco 

8:30 AM † Mary Deyo Walsh 

Tuesday, January 9

1 Sm 1:9-20; 1 Sm 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 8abcd; Mk 1:21-28

8:30 AM † William Wise 

Wednesday, January 10

1 Sm 3:1-10, 19-20; PS 40:2 and 5, 7-8a, 8b-9, 10; Mk 1:29-39

6:40 AM † Charles Leo Benso 

8:30 AM † Sam Rizzo 

Thursday, January 11
1 Sm 4:1-11; Ps 44:10-11, 14-15, 24-25; Mk 1:40-45

8:30 AM † Mary Yannon 

6:15 PM † Larry English 

Friday, January 12

1 Sm 8:4-7, 10-22a; Ps 89:16-17, 18-19; Mk 2:1-12

6:40 AM † Rita Kaye 

8:30 AM † Charles F. Menzel 

Saturday, January 13, Memorial of St. Hilary, Bishop and Doctor of the 
Church 
1 Sm 9:1-4, 17-19; 10:1; Ps 21:2-3, 4-5, 6-7; Mk 2:13-17

8:30 AM † Scott Peach 

Vigil Mass for The Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

4:00 PM † John Kenovic 

Sunday, January 14, The Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

1 Sm 3:3b-10, 19; Ps 40:2, 4, 7-8, 8-9, 10; 1 Cor 6:13c-15a, 17-20; Jn 1:35-42

8:00 AM Intentions of Sheumaker Family (Living) 

**10:00 AM † Charles Vonderhaar 

12:00 PM † Father Carmen Arcuri 

5:00 PM † Roderick Frasher 

**Mass with incense.   
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This Week in Our Parish 
Sunday January 7

Join us for coffee and doughnuts in LL Rm. 3 after AM Masses
Guatemalan Coffee Sale, LL Rm. 3 (Church), after AM Masses
RCIA, Klingler Center, 11:30 AM
Pre-Baptism Workshop, St, Peter Room, 1:30 PM
Youth Choir Rehearsal, Choir Classroom, 2:30 PM
Alcoholics Anonymous, Room 2 (Parish Office), 6:00 PM
Middle School Youth Ministry, Klinger Center, 6:30 PM
Rosary, Church, 6:30 PM

Monday January 8
Divine Mercy Chaplet, Church, 3:00 PM 
Walking with Purpose, LL Rm. 3 (Church), 6:30 PM 
Nar-Anon, Room 1 (Parish Office), 7:00 PM
Walking with Purpose, LL Rm. 3 (Church), 6:30 PM 

Tuesday January 9
Walking with Purpose, LL Rm. 3 (Church), 9:15 AM 
Divine Mercy Chaplet, Church, 3:00 PM 
Handmaids of the Eucharist (Sacristan Training), Parlor 1, 7:00 PM

Wednesday January 10 
Divine Mercy Chaplet, Church, 3:00 PM 
Parish School of Religious Ed., School, 4:45 PM & 6:45 PM 
Overeaters Anonymous, Room 2 (Parish Office), 7:00 PM
TMIY, St. Peter Room, Rosary at 6:30 PM; session at 7:00 PM

Thursday January 11 
TMIY, St. Peter Room, Rosary at 6:30 AM; session at 7:00 AM
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, Church, 9:15—5:45 PM
Confessions, Church, 9:15 AM 
Divine Mercy Chaplet, Church, 3:00 PM 
Adult Choir Rehearsal, Church, 7:00 PM
Men's Winter Social, Miller Hall, 7:00 PM
Young Professionals Bible Study, LL Rm. 1 (Church), 7:00 PM
Al Anon, Room 1 (Parish Office), 7:30 PM  

Friday January 12
Divine Mercy Chaplet, Church, 3:00 PM
Alcoholics Anonymous, Room 2 (Parish Office), 7:30 PM

Saturday January 13
Men’s Bible Study, St. Peter Room, 7:30 AM
Regnum Christi Day of Formation, LL Rm. 3 (Church) 9:15 AM
Confessions, Church, 2:30 PM 

Sunday January 14
RCIA, Klingler Center, 11:30 AM
Youth Choir Rehearsal, Choir Classroom, 2:30 PM
Alcoholics Anonymous, Room 2 (Parish Office), 6:00 PM
High School Youth Ministry, Klinger Center, 6:30 PM

This may not be a complete list of upcoming meetings. 
Please refer to our parish website (stpacc.org) or call the Parish 

Office (614-882-2109) to learn about our many parish ministries. 
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Pastor, Rev. Jonathan F. Wilson stpaulchurch@stpacc.org 
 

Parochial Vicar, Rev. Antony Varghese avarghese@stpacc.org 

Parochial Vicar, Rev. Daniel Olvera dolvera@columbuscatholic.org 

Parochial Vicar Emeritus, Rev. David Gwinner Retired Chaplain, Navy 

Deacon, Rev. Mr. Joe Ciaciura 740-549-2116 

Deacon (Retired), Rev. Mr. Mickey Hawkins 614-890-2468  

Director of Parish Ministry, Andrew T. Burson aburson@stpacc.org 

Director of Rel. Ed., Susan Streitenberger sstreitenberger@stpacc.org 

Director of Parish Admin., Rev. Mr. Dean Racine dracine@stpacc.org 

Parish Business Analyst, Aron Aziz aaziz@stpacc.org 

Pastoral Associate, Jeff Adair jadair@stpacc.org 

Coord. of Marriage & Family Life, Dr. Laurie Navin lnavin@stpacc.org 

Stewardship Director, Andrea Lopez alopez@stpacc.org   

 

Our Parish Staff 

St. Paul the Apostle’s Fiscal Year 2023-2024 
Our Recent Mass Attendance & Offertory Collection 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Special Collections To Date Include: 
St. Vincent DePaul $ 44,693 
WARM   $ 43,550 
Missionary Appeal  $ 16,855 

*Church Building Fund Envelopes: 
                          $      49,691 
Church Loan Balance: $3,742,142 
*Parish fiscal year is July 1 to June 30 

Our Offertory Weekly Goal is $78,244. 
This amount includes weekly withdrawals for: 

Accelerated Principal Payments on Debt of $ 7,750 
Savings Deposit to our Emergency Fund of $ 7,900 

Why use offertory envelopes when you can give online via WeShare? It’s a safe and  
convenient platform. Text stpaulohio to 800-950-9952 or simply go to stpacc.org/donate. 

Coordinator of Youth Ministry, Nathan Forsthoefel 
nforsthoefel@stpacc.org                                                                                                          

 

Principal, Andrea Pore apore@stpaulk-8.org 

Asst. Principal, Stephanie Speed sspeed@stpaulk-8.org 

Asst. Principal/Dean of Students, Luke Patterson 
lpatterson@stpaul-8.org  
 

Music Director, John Bryan jbryan@stpaulk-8.org 

Parish Accountant, Deb Hawking dhawking@stpacc.org 

Parish Secretary, Pat Kitzler pkitzler@stpacc.org 

Parish Office Manager, Dee Shomo dshomo@stpacc.org 
 

Communications Professional, Andy Long along@stpacc.org  

Census Coordinator, Annette Ramos aramos@stpacc.org 

Marian Gift Shop Manager, Ellen Sullivan  
mariangiftshop@stpacc.org 

 

Facilities Mgr., Michael Larkins mlarkins@stpaulk-8.org 

Week Ending Attendance Collection 

December 3 3,237 $122,183.07 

December 10 3,462 $50,450.71 

December 17 3,361 $225,251.63 

December 24 2,921 $49,425.93 

Year to Date Collection Summary through December 24, 2023  
Note: Collection totals vary primarily due to the timing of online contribution reporting. 

Summary for Week # 25  Actual   Budget   Difference   Last Year Actual  Prior Year +(-) 

Sunday & On-line Collections  $     1,813,659   $     1,956,058   $        (142,398)  $     1,679,768   $            133,891  
Christmas   $          47,746   $          85,000   $          (37,254)  $           22,268   $              25,478  
Easter  $               728   $                   -   $                 728   $                708   $                     19  

Major Collection Totals  $     1,862,133   $   2,041,058   $       (178,925)  $    1,702,744   $            159,388  

Prior Week Totals  $     1,785,608   $     1,877,815   $         (92,207)  $    1,686,837   $              98,771  
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Saint Paul the Apostle 
Catholic Church

313 N. State Street   Westerville OH 43082
614-882-2109  website: stpacc.org  
Email: stpaulchurch@stpacc.org

Our Mass Schedule
Mon., Wed., Fri. ..................6:40 AM
Mon. – Sat………………………...8:30 AM
Thursday. ............................ 6:15 PM
Saturday Vigil Mass ............. 4:00 PM
Sunday. ............................. ..8:00 AM 
………………….10:00 AM (with incense)
….…………….12 noon (ASL interpreter)
…………….……………………………5:00 PM

Mass Times for Holy Days: 
Please refer to the parish website (stpacc.org) 
or call the Parish Office (614-882-2109) to 
confirm Mass times. 

We livestream our Sunday 10:00 AM, Saturday 
4:00 PM, and 8:30 AM Masses, and weddings, 
funerals, and special events upon request at 
stpacc.or livestream. Our livestream is also 
accessible via Facebook (stpacc.or /fb) and 
YouTube (stpacc.or /youtube).

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
Thursdays at 9:15 AM (after the 8:30 AM Mass) 

until 5:55 PM unless otherwise noted.

The Divine Mercy Chaplet:
Mondays through Fridays at 3:00 PM.

Rosary: 
Pray after the 8:30 AM weekday Masses; and on 
Mondays at 6:30 PM in the Church; and on 1st 

Saturdays at 7:00 PM via at 

www.facebook.com/ roups/StPaulRosary/.  

Parish Office Hours
Our Parish Office is open Monday – Friday from 8:30 AM to 4:30 PM.

Parish Registration
Welcome to St. Paul the Apostle Parish! If you will regularly be 
worshiping with us, we encourage you to register at stpacc.org/register.

Baptisms
Families wishing to have their child baptized should please contact 
Annette Ramos in the Parish Office at aramos@stpacc.org.

Confessions
9:15 AM on Thursdays; at 2:30 PM on Saturdays. The confessionals are 
located in the Church.

Marian Gift Shop 
Our Marian Gift Shop is located in the Church 
and is open from 9:00 AM to 1:30 PM on 
Sundays; closed on Mondays; open on Tuesday and Thursdays  from 
2:30—6:30 PM; and on Wednesdays, Fridays, and also on Saturdays 
from 9:15 AM until 12:30 PM. 614-882-5257; www.stpacc.org/shop

Bulletin 
Articles for the bulletin must be submitted two weeks in advance to 
stpaulcommunications@stpacc.org. Thank you!

————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

Parish Office ............................................614-882-2109
St. Paul School ..........................................614-882-2710
Preschool .................................................614-394-9731
Parish School of Religion ..........................614-882-5045
Prayer Line .......................stpaulprayerline@stpacc.org
St. Vincent DePaul Helpline………………….…614-973-9772

Young Professionals: StPaulYoun Professionals@ mail.com
Spirit of Peace Counseling: stpacc.or /counselin -services

Pregnancy Support Resources 
Pregnancy Decision Health Center: 614-444-4411

Birthright: 614-221-0844

Mommies Matter: 614-723-9308

Option Line: https://optionline.or / 1-800-712-4357

Women’s Care Center: 614-251-0200

Stowe Mission, Columbus: 614-445-8400

Pregnancy Resources of Delaware County: 740-417-9358
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The Catechetical Corner 

I DID NOT KNOW THAT 
Throughout my years of working in the Church in one 
capacity or another, I have noticed that one topic causes 
great confusion to many people.  One would think this 
topic would be the mystery of the Holy Trinity or the hy-
postatic union of Christ’s natures, but no.  One of the 
most confusing and misinformed topics is that of divorce 
in the Catholic Church.  As we are in the midst of the time 
of year when many young men and women are getting 
engaged, I would like to take this opportunity to discuss 
the other reality.  Sometimes, marriages do not work.  
Sometimes, it is not the fault of one party or the other, 
but a simple growing apart.  Other times, there are trau-
matic events that lead to a divorce.  No matter what the 
case may be, there is one certainty.  Divorce is difficult.  
Even if you are delighted to get rid of your spouse and 
have one of those “divorce parties,” deep down, a part of 
you is affected and diminished.  Here, I would like to 
write about how the Catholic Church views divorce and 
how we are here to help you.     
 
To understand the Church’s view of divorce, one must 
understand our view of marriage.  Marriage between a 
man and a woman is a sacrament in the Catholic Church. 
It's both a sign of the love between Christ and his Church 
and a participation in that love.  St. Paul calls this a "great 
mystery" in Ephesians 5:32. Catholics believe that mar-
riage is permanent "till death do us part." This teaching 
comes from Christ, as recorded in Scripture (Mt 5:31-32 
and 19:3-9, Mk 10:2-12, Lk 16:18). Our marriage vows 
reflect this. We promise our spouse fidelity, indissolubili-
ty (permanence), and openness to children. This is not a 
list of rules cooked up by the Catholic Church.  It de-
scribes what marriage is—natural marriage, as God in-
tended, as we feel naturally drawn to. As Jesus said, "So 

they are no longer two but one flesh. What therefore 
God has joined together, let not man put asunder." (Mt 
19:6). That's why we say that the Sacrament of marriage 
is indissoluble. And even the Catholic Church can't  
dissolve a valid marriage.  If that is the case, how do we 
become free to marry another person?  
 
When you become divorced through the civil court  
system, the Church still views you as being in a valid  
marriage.  You may have heard it said that once you get 
divorced, you can no longer partake of the Sacraments.  
This is entirely incorrect.  I wish I could collect everyone 
who says this and slap them around a little.  Divorce does 
not bar you from receiving Holy Communion or any other 
Sacrament.  What does bar you from receiving the  
Sacraments is getting remarried before receiving an  
annulment from the Church.  Since the Church still views 
your first marriage as valid, any attempt to remarry with-
out the Church declaring your first marriage invalid  
results in an irregularity.  First, the Church will view you 
as being married to two people.  Second, as you will have 
been married outside the Church (since the Church will 
not marry you again without an annulment), that too will 
be irregular.  So how do we fix this? 
 
If you are divorced, and you are looking to remarry or 
not planning on remarrying but want spiritual freedom, I 
would be more than happy to meet with you to discuss 
the annulment process.  By petitioning for an annulment, 
the Diocesan Tribunal and I will look for something 
(grounds) that made your marriage invalid before your 
vows.  For example, if your soon-to-be spouse was a 
gambler and you believed that once you got married,  
he/she would stop gambling, this would be a grave lack 
of discretion, as marriage will not change habits.   
Marriage is not a silver bullet.  Some other grounds are: 
at least one partner didn't fully and freely consent;  
someone wasn't mature enough to understand the full 
extent of what they were doing; there was never intent 
to be faithful; one or both partners did not intend to be 
open to children, etc.  There is a plethora of other 
grounds that go beyond the scope of this article.  
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The Catechetical Corner (continued) 
 
Another critical item to discuss is that an annulment 
does not make your children illegitimate.  Children of a 
marriage that's determined to be invalid by a Catholic 
annulment are still legitimate. (Code of Canon Law, 
1137).  When a couple marries, they assume the  
marriage is valid and was entered into in good faith.  
Children conceived under this assumption of a valid  
marriage are considered legitimate.  This fact does not 
change even if the marriage is later found to be invalid.  
In the United States, Catholic annulment does not affect 
state civil laws. It is unrelated to civil concerns such as 
illegitimacy, child custody, alimony, visitation rights, or 
property division.   
 
Now I know I have thrown a lot of information at you 
(and there is more, believe me).  Just know one thing: it 
is not too late.  If you are currently in an irregular  
marriage, this can be fixed and set on the right path.  
Some annulments are fast, and others take longer due to 
delicate situations.  Whatever the case, if you have a 
question about your marriage, divorce, or remarriage, 
please do not hesitate to contact me.  Even if you are 
blessed to be in a happy marriage, please keep this arti-
cle so that you can give it to someone who one day may 
be struggling.  Also, please continue to pray.  This is the 
key to peace.   
 
St. Priscilla (patron saint of happy marriages), pray for 
us.  St. Thomas More (patron saint of difficult marriages), 
pray for us.  St. Adelaide of Burgundy (patron saint of 
second marriages), pray for us.  St. Joseph (patron saint 
of married couples and foster father of our Savior), pray 
for us.      
 

Andrew T. Burson 

Andrew T Burson 

Director of Parish Ministry     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The St. Paul, St. Vincent de 
Paul Conference members 
wish you a blessed and  
happy New Year.  Also, we 
appreciate your prayers and 
donations in order to  

continue the  SVDP mission in our community.  Each year 
the need of our less fortunate neighbors increases and 
your generous giving enables us to assist where needed.  
Thank you. 
 
Next weekend, January 13 and 14, the blue bins will be in 
the narthex of the church for food donations for the Holy 
Family and St. James the Less pantries.  Items that are 
always needed are individual fruit cups, cans (flip-top or 
not) of soup, chili, vegetables and fruit, cereal, packs of 
snack crackers, pasta items and toilet paper.  Bags of 
cookies, pretzels and oyster crackers that are divided into 
smaller bags for the bagged lunches given out at  
Holy Family.  Also, during the winter the homeless at  
Holy Family need candles for heat and light.  Even if the 
candles have been partially used, they are appreciated. 
 
As a reminder there is a Box for Socks in the narthex for 
new men’s and women’s socks for the homeless.  These 
socks are needed to keep their feet warm and dry but also 
for their hands and to carry small items.  Also, needed are 
hand warmers. 
 
In recommending these items, our intention is to make 
you aware of the items needed. We know it is impossible 
to supply all of their necessities, however, if we can assist 
in some small way, it is certainly appreciated. 
 
Remember our conference meets the first and third 
Tuesdays of each month in the lower level of the parish 
office from 7:00 to 8:00 pm.  If you are interested in join-
ing SVDP or just want to come to see what we are all 
about, please join us for a meeting. 
 
God bless, Jane Nieman, President,  
SVDP Conference, 614-794-9605. 
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Pilgrimage to France 

You are invited to join Bishop Fernandes, Father Wilson, 
and Emily W. Jaminet on a Jubilee pilgrimage to France to 
commemorate the 350th anniversary of the revelations of 
the Sacred Heart of Jesus at Paray-le-Monial. Celebrate 
daily Mass at some of the most significant Churches in our 
Faith tradition; walk in the footsteps of many great Saints 
including, St. Therese the Little Flower, St. Bernadette, St. 
John Vianney, St. Francis de Sales, and St. Margret Mary 
Alacoque; savor traditional French cuisine and wine; and 
deepen your love for the Sacred Heart of Jesus!

To learn more, about this pilgrimage, please simply scan 
the QR code noted below or go to www.ctscentral.net.

Training for 
Extraordinary Ministers 

of  Holy Communion

The Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion (EMHC) 
performs a great service to the Church by distributing Holy 
Communion to God’s people on those occasions where 
there are an insufficient number of priests and deacons to 
distribute Holy Communion to the people present at the 
Mass, and to the homebound. It is an honor and a privilege 
to serve the Church in this capacity and requires careful 
preparation on the part of the EMHC. 

EMHC training will take place in the church on Tuesday,
January 23 and Tuesday, January 30, at 7:00 PM. These 
training sessions are required for current and new EMHCs.

For more information, visit https://stpacc.o /emhc.

The Knights of Columbus, Westerville Council 5776, will be 
holding its Annual Free Throw Contest on Saturday, 
January 27, from 5 - 7 PM, in the school’s old gymnasium 
at St. Paul Parish. 

All girls and boys, ages 9 - 14, are encouraged to partici-
pate! There is no fee to enter, and winners will receive an 
official Knights of Columbus basketball. Also, winners will 
be able to represent our Council at the District 
Competition!

If you should have any questions, please feel free to 
contact Scott Zacherl by email at:
scott.zacherl@outlook.com.

Please make sure to save the date and time! We will look 
forward to seeing you at the contest!

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Around the Diocese of  
Columbus

ODU to Host St. Thomas 
Aquinas Lecture on 

Thursday, January 25
Ohio Dominican University will host its annual St. 
Thomas Aquinas Lecture on Thursday, January 25 as 
theologian and scholar Fr. Justin Brophy, OP, Ph.D. 
presents “Thomas Aquinas: What is Truth in the 
Modern World.”

The free lecture will take place at 11:00 AM in the 
Matesich Theatre, located inside Erskine Hall on 
ODU’s main campus, 1216 Sunbury Road, 
Columbus, 43219. Fr. Brophy currently serves as an 
assistant professor of Political Science at Providence 
College in Providence, Rhode Island. 

More information is available at ohiodominican.edu. 

JOIN Needs Your Help!
JOIN (Joint Organization for Inner-City Needs) is 
often a "stop-gap" for our brothers and sisters who 
are doing their best to provide and succeed in 
life. We all come upon unexpected obstacles. For 
our neighbors who live paycheck to paycheck that 
can be something as simple as missing work due to 
illness or something bigger, like a car repair. Basic 
supplies like toilet paper, soap, shampoo and 
conditioner, multi-purpose cleaning solutions, dish 
soap and laundry soap are items that people 
request at JOIN daily. 

If you would like to organize a collection or even 
donate an item or two on your own, it would be a 
gift to the neighbors served at JOIN. To learn more, 
please contact Lisa Keita at 614-241-2530, or 
lkeita@columbuscatholic.org. 

Our Lady of  Peace to Host 
Eucharistic Revival Talk

On Thursday, January 25 at 6pm, Our Lady of Peace 
Parish at 20 E. Dominion Blvd., Columbus will be 
hosting Dr. Alan Mostrom. Dr. Mostrom will present 
a talk as part of the parish’s Eucharistic Revival 
Speaker Series. The talk is titled: The Presence of 
God in the Soul, and the Presence of Christ in the 
Eucharist.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Connecting the Word of  God to Our Lives 
Adapted from Faith Sharing for Small Church Communities; (ed. Rev. Art Baranowski) 

Preparing for Next Sunday’s Mass… 

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time, January 14 
First Reading: 1 Samuel 3:3-10, 19  Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 6:13-15, 17-20  Gospel: John 1:35-42 

 
John the Baptist's role is to identify Jesus as the Lamb of God, who will 

forgive the sins of the world. This statement recognizes Jesus' importance 

and leads John's disciples to leave him to follow Jesus, the Son of God. In 

this short section of the Gospel, much is said about openness, for  

example, the ability to accept the word about Jesus and letting one's 

heart be moved.  

Relate an experience when you met someone who helped you change 

your priorities, values or outlook.  

 

Relate a time when you were stubborn about a new experience but 

eventually realized its value. 

Reflecting on Today’s Gospel 

The Epiphany of  the Lord, January 7 
First Reading: Isaiah 60:1-6  Second Reading: Ephesians 3:2-3, 5-6     Gospel: Matthew 2:1-12 

 
Epiphany means "manifestation," a revelation of Jesus as truly God. Matthew and Luke show this child to be  

divine through stories of "signs and wonders" when Jesus was an infant. Matthew's account of the visit of the 

three magi also shows the Church's mission to the Gentiles. Matthew's 

audience, largely Jewish Christians, was struggling to accept the  

presence of Gentile Christians in their community. Matthew shows in 

this Gospel passage that the salvation of Gentiles as well as Jews was 

indeed God's plan.  

What helps you stay focused on God's presence in everyday situations 

where God is usually not mentioned?  

How do we reconcile the material gifts we have in our lives with the 

simple lifestyle of Jesus?  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



The Epiphany of  the Lord                                                        January 7, 2024   17 

 

 

TAKE FIVE FOR FAITH  

 
07 January 2024 

-------------------------------------- 
WORD OF THE WEEK 
-------------------------------------- 

Preparation of the Gifts \pre-pə-'rā-shən | 'gifts\ 

The set of ceremonial actions at Mass preceding the Eucharistic 
Prayer and Holy Communion. Includes dressing of the altar; 
bringing forward the bread and wine; and the community's per-
sonal sacrifices taken up in the collection. Formerly called the 
Offertory. The community offers a song of praise for all these 
gifts as the priest washes his hands in a purification rite. 
 

CONTEXT 

The Preparation of the Gifts allows time for the preparation of 
our hearts. Like the Magi bearing gifts and doing homage to Maj-
esty, we bring our gifts and our praise to the Table. 
—Father Paul Boudreau 

God has first blessed us with the gift of creation. Humans take 
those gifts given, wheat and grapes, and, using our creativity, 
make bread and wine. Then, we bring those gifts we have re-
ceived and labored over to present them at the Altar/Table that 
they might be transformed into the Body and Blood of Christ. 
Finally, we receive them back in Communion. The procession of 
the Gifts says, in essence, “Behold the gifts God has given us!” 
—Father Roc O'Connor, S.J. 

 

WHY IT MATTERS 

We take great care preparing other festive tables for our most 
cherished gatherings. Could we do less for the table where the 
Real Presence of Christ will be made tangible for us? 

From the General Instructions of the Roman Missal: The altar or 
Lord’s table, which is the center of the whole Liturgy of the Eu-
charist, is made ready. . . . The offerings are then brought for-
ward. It is a praiseworthy practice for the bread and wine to be 
presented by the faithful (73). 

 

RELATED WORDS 

Corporal | purificator | Missal | Chalice  

--------------------------------------------- 
QUESTION OF THE WEEK 
--------------------------------------------- 

Is Epiphany about giving or getting gifts? 

“We three kings of Orient are/ bearing gifts we traverse afar.” 
Nowhere in the gospels does it claim there are three kings. They 
are magi, hereditary priests of the ancient Medes and Persians. 
At least the carol gets one thing right: this wise group does bear 
gifts. Gold symbolizes wealth and power. Frankincense, used in 
prayer, represents the divine Presence. Myrrh prepares bodies 
for burial. It's an ominous sign that would make a startling gift... 
But they were appropriate honors for the King of the Universe, 
the Divine Son, and the crucified Lord. 

We also bear Jesus gifts at every Eucharist: bread, wine, and our 
financial sacrifice. “Made by human hands," these gifts are trans-
formed and returned to us as the Body and Blood of Christ, and 
then redistributed for those in need. 

More gifts come to us by way of this shared Table. Grace pours 
out on the assembly. Grace forgives sin, and rescues us from eve-
ry evil. This is one gift you don’t want to put at the bottom of a 
closet. 

—Alice Camille, from Questions Catholics Ask:  
https://tinyurl.com/QCA-presentation-gifts 

 

-------------------------------------------------- 
REFLECTION OF THE WEEK 
-------------------------------------------------- 

SOLEMNITY OF THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD (JANUARY 7) 

Remember our migrant roots 

America was once renowned as the land where people could 
come to breathe freely. Scripture reminds us of the considerable 
gifts that migrant people bring with them. Whether king or  
commoner, each person offers what they have to make the  
community more dynamic. 

Readings: Isaiah 60:1-6; Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6; Matthew 2:1-12 (https://
bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/010724.cfm). “Raise your eyes and look 
about; they all gather and come to you.” 

 

FAITH IN ACTION 

Let’s welcome the newcomer and remember that the infant Je-
sus was once a migrant, too. 

 

©2023 TrueQuest Communications.Reprinted with per-
mission from TakeFiveForFaith.com. Scripture citations 
from the New American Bible Revised Edition. 
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